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Returning subsequently to India, they have provided several
of the best workers in the socialist movement.)
The other incident was the chiliastic Moplah uprising,
during the latter half of 1921. The Moplahs are a group of
unusually poor peasants along the Malabar coast of south
India, numbering about a million in all, and distinguished
from their neighbours by their low economic level, and by
being Muslims. They have often risen in the past in small
outbreaks of particular ferociousness and bravery, protest-
ing against their exploitation and their misery. The first
serious outbreak in modern times was in 1873, since when
the British have kept troops in the district ; the next was
in 1885, rewarded with the stationing among them ever
since of a special police force. There were other serious
revolts in 1894 and 189615.
Early in 1921 the agitation for the Non-co-operation and
Khilafat movements reached them. The government sup-
pressed, this, prohibiting public meetings and the like; but
propaganda went on in secret. Presently the peasants were
thoroughly aroused, and in a fervour of apocalyptic vision
they gathered themselves together and undertook to set up
a Khilafat kingdom of their own, in which they should at
last be free. They attacked the police and the military
who were there to keep them oppressed, they attacked
their landlords and money-lenders, they attacked everyone
in sight. For a short time they were in fiery possession of
a considerable area. Shops, temples, women, were desecrated,
men were killed. The Moplahs were bitter: bitterly
anti-Hindu, bitterly anti-British, bitter against the world
that gave them only misery. Their ardour was the ardour
of an oppressed class rising against its enemies, the ardour
of religious fanaticism destroying sin and establishing a
kingdom of good.
Naturally, before long the British government crushed
the uprising utterly, and to-day the Moplahs are once
more back in their old condition.
The Hijrah and Moplah affairs, however, were but
isolated incidents springing from the nationalist-Khilafat